
  

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
29 S. George Street, York, Pa. 17401 

 
Our Mission: 

Reflect God’s love in the heart of York 

 
Our Vision: 

To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York praising God, 
connecting people to Christ, 

and serving the people of York and the world 
 

Companions with the Itete Hospital of the  
Konde Diocese, 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania  
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Words about today 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates 
with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own 
selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s 

invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we 
find rest for our souls.  

 
The Entrance Rite 

 
Prelude 
 
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P:Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 



3 

 Opening Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                             ELW 504 
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Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray...You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
First Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse 
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the 
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;  
today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
A:The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 145:8-14 (Sung in unison) 
8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 
9 Lord, you are | good to all, 
  and your compassion is over | all your works.  
 
10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 
 
11 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 
  and speak | of your power, 
 
12 that all people may know | of your power 
  and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 
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13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out 
all ages. 
  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works. 
 
14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall 
  and lifts up those who | are bowed down.  
 
Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a 
5 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact 
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does 
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, 
but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells with-
in me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax col-
lectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
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  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 
to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day  “Amazing Grace”                                                             ELW 779 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 Prayers   
A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence 

A: God of grace, 
C:hear our prayer. 
  
The Prayers conclude: 
 
A: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Meal 

Peace   
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Offertory  
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Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray...Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 
first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface and Sanctus 
P: It is indeed right, our duty . . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms 
to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Fraction and Agnus Dei 
P:  Come to the banquet, for all is ready. 
C: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave.  Dip 
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup.  Worshipers may stand or kneel 
at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament.  Return to your pew by way of the center 
aisle.  Gluten-free wafers are available.   
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Hymns during Distribution  
“Blessed Assurance”                                                                                  ELW 638 
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“O Living Bread From Heaven”                                                                       ELW 472 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Only sung if needed.      
“Eat This Bread”   ELW 472 

Use ELW (red book) for this hymn. 
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The Dismissal 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
A: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through 
the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Recessional  Hymn  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                                     ELW 756 

 
Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
 
Please join us in the Lower Narthex for coffee hour. 
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Prayer List 

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please noti-
fy us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off. 

 
Members 

Brenda Barkdall, Beverly Bowers, Elizabeth Boyd, Shirley Cook, Mel Dick, Naomi 
Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Ron Heilman, Steven Heilman,  Bill Hullman, David 
Kauffman, Pat Kronk, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, John and Mary Lou Manley, Rich-
ard Meckley, Adrian Patches, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Mary Shepp, Rick Smith, Doris 
Weaver, Robert Weikert. 

 
Others 

Robert Appleton, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarevskyi, 
Joan Boyce, Nancy Buettner,  Andy Doss, Susan Ellison,   Richard Fox, Gus Frank, 
Mark Garber, Lynda Godfrey, Christina Hackeling, Julie Hadaszy, Bill, Charlie, and 
Wayne Hensel, Daniel Hertig, Liz, Heather and Jessica Houlding, Kay Leiphart, Kristin 
Klinedinst, Ellen Meyers, The Rev. Glenn Miller and Carol, Jeff Miller, Glenn Myers, 
Dottie Morris, Lois Olson, Dale Parker, John Pavoncelli, April Paske, Leo Pufall, Nancy 
Quintin, Barry and Sandi Ream, Pastor Amy Schifrin, Robert Settee, Selena Strine, 
Denny and Jan Stroshane, Janelle Stroshane, Dan Sutton, Robert Wagaman, Susan 
Wagner, Michael Wetzel, Rev. Allan S. and Bonnie Wysocki, Stephen L. Wysocki.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music downloaded from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003269. Hymns 
reprinted under One License.net number #A-709498.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Serving in Worship 
 
Assisting                        Bill Cooley 
Ministers                        Matthew March 
 
Acolyte                           
 
Reader                           Cindy Cooley                          
 
Lower Narthex              Andy Waltersdorf                         
 
Back Door                     Sandy Cooley 
 
Altar Guild                    Marlene Coval, Susan Lease, Barbara Shepp, Phyllis March 

 
Ushers                           Melissa Cook, Deb Sheaffer, Richard and Kathy Heilman 
                                     
Coffee hour                  Marc Gross          
 
Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God. 
 

 

 
Soup Kitchen 

Today-Noodles will be out for pick-up 
July 12-Hamburger and noodles due back  

July 19-Baked good due 
July 20-Soup Kitchen delivery 

 
Guys Night Out 

Tuesday, July 7 at 6:00pm. 
at Heritage Hills 

  RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at 717-881-2578  
      or call the church office. 

 
 

Next Meal 
July 26th 
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I 
 
 
 
 
n July, the Social Ministry committee would like to collect uniforms 
for Hannah Penn students.  They can use uniforms for boys and 
girls, khaki or navy blue pants or skirts and white, light blue or navy 
polo tops, sizes 4-16.  Underwear in the smaller sizes is also help-
ful.  
 
There will be a box in the lower narthex for the clothing 
items.  Monetary contributions are also gratefully accepted!  
 
Thank you for your support of this service to our neighbors.  
   
Thank you, Barbara  
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Church picnic is coming July 18th from 12:00pm to 4:00pm 
at Rocky Ridge Park at the Ruffed Grouse Pavilion   

 
Look for the sign up sheet in the Lower Narthex! 

 
Come for some fresh air, good food, and great fellowship! 

 
Hope to see you there! 
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Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

Special thanks to our Coffee Hour hosts who provide refreshments 
every Sunday!  No matter if the goodies are store-bought or 

homemade, your efforts are always much appreciated by all who 
partake in this time of fellowship!   

 
Volunteers are needed for the summer; sign-up sheets for July and 

August can be found in the lower narthex.  
Thanks again! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in need of sponsors for Altar flowers. If you would like to 
honor or remember someone or occasion please contact Bev 
Bowers at 717-801-0055. The cost is $50. 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213 
 Child Care Center: 717-854-2239 

 www.christlutheranyork.com  
  E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com   

www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchYork, 
Pennsylvania 

 
Welcome! 

So we can know you better, please complete an attendance 
card found in the pew and place it in an offering plate. If 
you have no church home, we invite you to membership at 
Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you return to worship 
and participate in our life in Christ! 
 

The Liturgy 
Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church 
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through 
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in 
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran 
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
 
Worship resources are found in the pews.  The “Lutheran 
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the 
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted 
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal. The 
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (noted ELW inside the 
bulletin) is the red hardback hymnal. 
 
 

Children are always welcome at worship!  
We value the participation of our children in worship!     
As members of the church, children participate in the 
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the 
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members, 
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as 
necessary.  

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
 
Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
 
Pastor Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 
pastor@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music 
music@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary 
office@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Terry Hoover, Publications 
associate@christlutheranyork.com 
 
BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care 
beth@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager 
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Scott Albright, Propery Manager 
property@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Alexa Sheaffer, Youth and Family Coordinator 
christianed@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian 
 

Council Members 
Keith Stoltzfus        President  
Adrienne Brenner  Vice President 
Tom Keller               Treasurer 
Cindy Cooley           Secretary  
Ed Garber 
Tom Gross 
Rochelle Nyman 
Tom Olson 
Hank Steinhilber 
Jen Vanada 
Leslee Yoder 

Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran 
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation 
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives 
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy 
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education, 
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone 
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present 
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.  


