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 Service of Light 
 

The light of the risen Christ shatters the darkness of sin. 
 

Weather permitting, the service begins in the courtyard. 
 

Invitation to Vigil and Prayer 
 
Blessing of the New Fire 
 
Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

The pastor traces the inscription on the candle.  

 
P:   Christ, yesterday and today,          He traces the sign of the 
  The beginning and the end,          cross.  

 the Alpha          He traces the first letter of  
            the Greek alphabet.  

 and Omega          He traces the last letter of  
            the Greek alphabet.  

 All time belongs to Him          He traces the numeral“2”  

 and all ages.          He traces the numeral“0” 

 To Him be glory and power          He traces the numeral“2” 

 through every age forever.          He traces the numeral“6” 
C:Amen. 
 
The Pastor inserts five incense grains, representing the five wounds of Christ, into the 
candle.  
 
P: By his holy + and glorious wounds + may Christ our Lord + guard + and keep us+. 
C: Amen. 
 
The pastor lights the paschal candle.  
 
P: May all the darkness of our hearts and minds be dispelled by the light of Christ who 
rises this night in glory.  
C: Amen. 



3 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
P: Bless we pray, O God, this lighted candle and those upon whom it may shine, that all 
who this night shall be partakers of your holy mysteries, may be filled with your grace 
and heavenly benediction; that as we were at one time in darkness and are now light in 
the Lord, we may walk as children of light; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
Procession of Light 
 
All follow the Paschal candle, carried by the cantor, into the church. As the procession 
enters the church, the cantor stops and sings, facing the people:   
 
(At the gates in the courtyard) 
A: The light of Christ! C: Thanks be to God! 
 
(At the entrance to the church) 
A: The light of Christ! C: Thanks be to God! 
 
(In the transept) 
A: The light of Christ! C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Exsultet 
 
The cantor sings the ancient proclamation of Easter.  
The people, holding their candles, remain standing.  
 
A: Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels, and celebrate the divine mysteries with 
exultation; and, for the victory of so great a King, sound the trumpet of salvation.  
 
Exult, also, O Earth, enlightened with such radiance; and, made brilliant by the splendor 
of the eternal King, know that the ancient darkness has been banished from all the world.  
 
Be glad also, O Mother Church, clothed with the brightness of such a light, and let this 
house resound with the triumphant voices of the peoples.  
 
Wherefore, dearly beloved, who stand in the clarity of this bright and holy light, join with 
me, I ask you, in praising the loving-kindness of almighty God; through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and rules with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
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Cantor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should with full devotion of heart and 
mind and voice praise the invisible God, the Father Almighty, and his only Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ; who paid for us the debt of Adam to the eternal Father, and who by 
his precious blood redeemed us from the bondage to the ancient sin.  
  
For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the 
doorposts of the faithful are made holy. This is the night in which, in ancient times, you 
delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; and led them, 
dry-shod, through the Red Sea.  
 
This, indeed, is the night in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the ris-
ing brightness. This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil 
and the gloom of sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness.  
 
This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from hell in tri-
umph. For it would have profited us nothing to be born had we not also been redeemed.  
 
Oh, how wonderful the condescension of your loving-kindness! Oh, how inestimable 
the goodness of your love, that to redeem a slave you delivered up your Son!  
 
O necessary sin of Adam that is wiped away by the death of Christ!  
 
O happy fault that was worthy to have so great a Redeemer!  
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O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and the hour wherein  
Christ arose again from hell!  
 
This is the night of which it is written: "and the night is as clear as the day"; and, "then 
shall my night be turned into day."  
 
The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; washes away sin; re-
stores innocence to the fallen and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; 
and humbles earthly pride.  
 
Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O holy Father, this evening sacrifice of praise; 
which the Church lays before you in the solemn offering of the candle. We sing the glo-
ries of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is not diminished, even when its light 
is divided and borrowed.  
 
For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, have made for the sub-
stance of this candle.  
 
O night truly blessed in which heaven and earth are joined--things human and things 
divine.  
 
We, therefore, pray to you, O Lord, that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, 
will continue to vanquish the darkness of this night and be mingled with the lights of 
heaven.  
 
May he who is the morning star find it burning--that morning star which never sets, that 
morning star which, rising again from the grave, faithfully sheds light on all the human 
race.  
 
And we pray, O Lord, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection your 
whole Church, giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; through the same 
Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 

Please extinguish your hand-held candles.  
All are seated for the Service of Readings.  
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The selected readings tell the story of salvation history which form the identity of the 
Church. 
*All stand at each invitation to pray. 
 
First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
A: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: Prayer  
 
Second Lesson: Genesis 22:1-18 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: Prayer 
 
Third Lesson: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
Anthem: When Israel was in Egypt’s Land (J.W. Work) 
P: Prayer 
 
Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-11 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: Prayer 
 
Fifth Lesson: Ezekiel 36:24-28 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
Anthem: As the Deer Longs for Flowing Streams (B. Hurd) 
P: Prayer 
 
Sixth Lesson:  Jonah 3:1-10 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: Prayer 
  
Seventh Lesson:  Daniel 3:1-29 
A: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle:  

All You Works of the Lord                                                        Benedicite, omnia opera 

(The canticle is sung antiphonally. The choir begins. All sing the verses in bold.) 

 

A: All you works of the Lord, | bless the Lord  

    praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
    You angels of the Lord, | bless the Lord; 
    you heavens, | bless the Lord; 
 
C: all you powers of the Lord, | bless the Lord  
     praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
     You sun and moon, | bless the Lord; 
     you stars of heaven, | bless the Lord;  
 
A: you showers and dew, |bless the Lord  
    praise Him and magnify |Him forever. 
    You winds of God, |bless the Lord; 
    you fire and heat, |bless the Lord; 

 
C: you winter and summer, | bless the Lord  
     praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
     You dews and frost, | bless the Lord; 
     you frost and cold, | bless the Lord;  
 
A:  you ice and snow, | bless the Lord  
     praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
    You nights and days, | bless the Lord; 
     you light and darkness, | bless the Lord; 
 
C: you lightnings and clouds, | bless the Lord  
     praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
     Let the earth | bless the Lord; 
     you mountains and hills, | bless the Lord;  

 
A: all you green things that grow on the earth, | bless the Lord 
     praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
     You wells and springs, | bless the Lord; 
      you rivers and seas, | bless the Lord; 
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C: you whales and all who move in the waters, | bless the Lord  
praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
All you birds of the air, | bless the Lord; 
all you beasts and cattle, | bless the Lord;  
 
A: all you children of mortals, | bless the Lord 
praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
You people of God, | bless the Lord; 
you priests of the Lord, | bless the Lord; 
 
C: you servants of the Lord, | bless the Lord 
praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 
You spirits and souls of the righteous, | bless the Lord; 
you pure and humble of heart, | bless the Lord;  
 
A: let us | bless the Father 
and | the Son 
and the | Holy Spirit 
praise Him and magnify | Him forever. 

 

The Service of Baptismal Renewal 

Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and for-
giveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in 
the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, 
(The pastor breathes on the water in the form of a cross.)  
 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  
(The pastor divides the water in the form of a cross.)  
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At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water 
and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise 
and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
(The pastor lowers the Paschal candle 3 times into the baptismal font.) 
 
P: Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
C: I do. 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and be-
stowed on us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life through the grace of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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Hymn “Baptized in Water”                                                                            ELW 456 
  
 

At the conclusion of the Hymn, the nave lights are turned on and the chancel is pre-
pared for the Holy Eucharist.  
 
The singing of the Hymn of Praise, on the following page, follows the organ intro-
duction. 
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The First Eucharist of the Resurrection  

Hymn of Praise “All Creatures of our God and King” 
.  
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray...Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of 
the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 
worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. C: Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading: Romans 6:3-11 
A: 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in 
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will cer-
tainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was cru-
cified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, 
he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must con-
sider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
A: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
  
Gradual  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 
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The Holy Gospel: John 20:1-18  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were run-
ning together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrap-
pings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Mag-
dalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them 
that he had said these things to her.  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gradual 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Litany of Thanksgiving  
A: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who has loved us from all eternity: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: And remembered us when we were in trouble: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: And was made of flesh of the Virgin Mary and became man: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who by his cross and suffering has redeemed the world: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
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A: And washed us from our sins in his own blood: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who on the third day rose from the dead: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: And has given us the victory: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who ascended on high:  
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: And opened wide for us the everlasting doors: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Who is seated at the right hand of God: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: And ever lives to make intercession for us: 
C: For his mercy endures forever. 
 
A: Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
C: As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
A: For the gift of his Spirit:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: For the catholic Church:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: For the means of grace:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: For the hope of glory:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: For the triumphs of his gospel:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: For the lives of his saints:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
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A: In joy and in sorrow:  
C: Blessed be Christ.  
 
A: In life and in death:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: Now and unto endless ages:  
C: Blessed be Christ. 
 
A: Blessing and honor and thanksgiving and praise, more than we can utter, more than 
we can conceive, be to you, O holy and glorious Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
by angels, all humanity, and all creatures, forever and ever.   
C: Amen. 
 
The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn “Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded”                              ACS 933 
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Sung by congregation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray...Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hun-
ger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface and Sanctus 
P: It is indeed right, our duty. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn 
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Eucharistic Prayer   
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your 
chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this end of all 
the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord of-
fered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in 
power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 
Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory 
is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P: Joining with all those who, in every time and place, have turned to you, we pray as 
Christ himself taught us: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Fraction and Agnus Dei 
P: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
C: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave.  Dip 
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup.  Worshipers may stand or kneel 
at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament.  Return to your pew by way of the center 
aisle.  Gluten-free wafers are available.   
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Music during Distribution 

“Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                                                              ELW 363 
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“For the Bread Which You Have Broken”                                                         ELW 494               
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
A: Let us pray...Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P: Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  “The Strife is O’er”                                                            ELW 366 
 

Dismissal 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
Resurrection                                                                                                   (A. Darr) 



25 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

 
 

. 
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  Serving during worship 

                                           
Cantor                              Michelle Duggan 
 
Assisting                          Marc Gross 
Ministers              Lynn Myers      
 
Acolytes                          Alexa Sheaffer 
                                        Caylee Sheaffer 
 
Readers                Marc Gross, Paul Schendel, Judy Garber, Ed Garber,  
                                        Lynn Keller, Cindy Cooley, Terry Hoover  
                                       
Lower Narthex                Terry Hoover                       
 
Back Door                       Dave Barkdoll 
 
Altar Guild                      Ursula Gross, Linda Kenee, Lynn Keller, Terry Hoover 
                      
Ushers                             Rick Smith, Adrienne Brenner, Phil Shepp, Andy Waltersdorf,  
                                        Tom and Lynn Keller                    
 
     
                                     

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for a reception, prepared by the  
Fellowship Committee, in the Lower Narthex. 
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Join us for the Resurrection of Our Lord tomorrow  
with a festive choral Eucharist at 10:00am. 
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 Christ Lutheran Church 
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213 
 Child Care Center: 717-854-2239 

 www.christlutheranyork.com  
  E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com   

www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchYork, 
Pennsylvania 

 
Welcome! 

So we can know you better, please complete an 
attendance card found in the pew and place it in an 
offering plate. If you have no church home, we invite you 
to membership at Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you 
return to worship and participate in our life in Christ! 
 

The Liturgy 
Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church 
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through 
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in 
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran 
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
 
Worship resources are found in the pews.  The “Lutheran 
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the 
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted 
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal. The 
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (noted ELW inside the 
bulletin) is the red hardback hymnal. 
 
 

Children are always welcome at worship!  
We value the participation of our children in worship!     
As members of the church, children participate in the 
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the 
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members, 
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as 
necessary.  

Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
 
Rev. Dr. Daniel M. Yeiser 
pastor@christlutheranyork.com  
717-634-4025 
 
Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music 
music@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary 
office@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Terry Hoover, Publications 
associate@christlutheranyork.com 
 
BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care 
beth@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager 
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Scott Albright, Propery Manager 
property@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Alexa Sheaffer, Youth and Family Coordinator 
christianed@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian 
 

Council Members 
Keith Stoltzfus        President  
Adrienne Brenner  Vice President 
Tom Keller               Treasurer 
Cindy Cooley           Secretary  
Ed Garber 
Tom Gross 
Rochelle Nyman 
Tom Olson 
Hank Steinhilber 
Jen Vanada 
Leslee Yoder 

 Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran 
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation 
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives 
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy 
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education, 
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone 
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present 
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.  


