THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 15, 2026

Christ Lutheran Church
29 S. George Street, York, Pa. 17401

Our Mission:
Reflect God’s love in the heart of York

Our Vision:
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York praising God,
connecting people to Christ,
and serving the people of York and the world

Companions with the Itete Hospital of the
Konde Diocese,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania




Words about the Day
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the
truth of who we are: God'’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God
anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

The Entrance Rite

Prelude
Mein Gott, warum hast du mich veriassen (H.L. Hassler)

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C:we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937

Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Holy

P: Let us pray...Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Announcements

The Liturgy of the Word

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” > Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer
with you and say, ‘T have come to sacrifice to the Lord.”  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
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and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.” * Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” > He
said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

®When the;z came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the Lord.” " But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse
called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord
chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has

the Lord chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keep-
ing the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down
until he comes here.” '* He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beauti-
ful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13
Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set
out and went to Ramah. A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (Sung in unison)
"The Lorp ' is my shepherd;
I shall not ' be in want.

2The Lorp makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ' side still waters.

3You restore my ''soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ' for your name’s sake.

* Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall' fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence ' of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.

% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lorp forever.




Second Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14

¥ Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ’
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '“ For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, "* but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, * for everything that becomes visible
is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on

you.”
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41

P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

' As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. > His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might
be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming, when no one can work. > As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” > When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo-
am” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ® The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” ° Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept sa]ying, “I'am he.” ' But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” '" He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
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and received my sight.” '> They said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”

1 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '® Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prol}ghet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '* and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2 His parents an-
swered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, *' but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age.
He will speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. ** Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ** He answered, “I do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now |
see.” ° They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *' He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him, say-
ing, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ** We know that God has spo-
ken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” ** The man
answered, “Here 1s an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. °' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. ** Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. * If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?”” And they drove him out.

* Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” *® He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” * Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with
you is he.” 3% He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came
into this world for judégment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see
may become blind.” *’ Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” ! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.




Children’s message
Sermon

Hymn of the Day “Amazing Grace”
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

A: Hear us, O God.
C:Your mercy is great.

The Prayers conclude:

A: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.

The Eucharistic Meal

Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offertory
The Gospel Feast Bell Choir (J.W. Krug)
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Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray...O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its boun-
ty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface and Sanctus
P: It is indeed right, our duty. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn

All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave. Dip
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup. Worshipers may stand or kneel
at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament. Return to your pew by way of the center
aisle. Gluten-free wafers are available.
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Eucharistic Prayer
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithful-
ness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we pro-
claim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and for-
ever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Fraction and Agnus Dei
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
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Hymns during Distribution

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ELW 502
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I The King of love my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with  thee, dear
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fail eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial  feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. COLUMBA, Irish tune

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“There is a Balm in Gilead”

ELW 614
Refrain
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and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual
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Only sung if needed.
“Dearest Jesus, at Your World>  ELW 520
If needed please use ELW (red book) for this hymn.

The Dismissal

Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

A: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of
your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gra-
cious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn “Be Thou My Vision”

ELW 793

Q ||D ) |
4 R ™ — I  A— I I | |
(o Yt 2| | | I I —— | | | =
& | | | | o & & e
1
1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please join us in the Lower Narthex for coffee hour..
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Praver List

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please noti-
fy us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off.

Members
Shirley Cook, Mel and Lolli Dick, Naomi Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Ron Heilman,
Steven Heilman, Bill Hullman, Pat Kronk, Marsha Linden, John Long, Jr., Patricia
Lowe, John and Mary Lou Manley, Richard Meckley, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Mary
Shepp, Sally Smith, Don Striebig, Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert.

Others
Robert Appleton, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarevskyi,
Joan Boyce, Christina Brokus, David Brudnicki and family, Nancy Buettner, Andy
Doss, Susan Ellison, Terry Flinchbaugh, Richard Fox, Gus Frank, Mark Garber, Lynda
Godfrey, Christina Hackeling, Julie Hadaszy, Bill, Charlie, and Wayne Hensel, Daniel
Hertig, Liz, Heather and Jessica Houlding, Kay Leiphart, Kristin Klinedinst, Ellen Mey-
ers, Jeff Miller, Misee Mister, Dottie Morris, Jack Neuman family, Lois Olson, Dale
Parker, John Pavoncelli, April Paske, Leo Pufall, Nancy Quintin, Bick Sandin, Pastor
Amy Schifrin, Robert Settee, Karen and Kirk Strine, Selena Strine, Denny and Jan Stro-
shane, Dan Sutton, Robert Wagaman, Susan Wagner, Rev. Allan S. and Bonnie
Wysocki, Stephen L. Wysocki.
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Serving in Worship

Assisting Ed Garber
Ministers Kathy Noll
Acolyte James Anderson
Reader Linda Kenee

Lower Narthex John Ports

Back Door Kelly Weaver
Altar Guild Marlene Coval, Susan Lease, Barbara Shepp,
Phyllis and Xander March
Ushers Ed Schaeberle, Dave Barkdoll, Eric Gerz, Dennis Risser
Coffee hour The Cooley’s

COMMUNITY DINNER

Soup Kitchen
Today-Baked goods due
March 16-Soup kitchen delivery
March 29-Noodles out for pick up

Guys Night Out
Tuesday, April 14th at 6:00pm
At the Great American Grille
RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at
717-881-2578 or call the church office.

Community Meal
March 22
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Easter Flowers
Deadline to order:
Sunday, March 22

Complete the form below and place it in the offering plate or call the church of-
fice, 854-5589. The flowers will decorate the Nave and Lower Narthex for East-
er.

No. of plants @ $10.00 $

Envelope #

In memory of

In honor of

Other

Given by
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Christ Lutheran Church
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213
Child Care Center: 717-854-2239
www.christlutheranyork.com
E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com
www.facebook.com /ChristLutheranChurchYork,
Pennsylvania

Welcome!
So we can know you better, please complete an
attendance card found in the pew and place it in an
offering plate. If you have no church home, we invite you
to membership at Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you
return to worship and participate in our life in Christ!

The Liturgy

Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the
Blessed Sacrament.

Worship resources are found in the pews. The “Lutheran
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal. The
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (noted ELW inside the
bulletin) is the red hardback hymnal.

Children are always welcome at worship!
We value the participation of our children in worship!
As members of the church, children participate in the
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members,
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as
necessary.

Christ Lutheran Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Daniel M. Yeiser
pastor@christlutheranyork.com
717-634-4025

Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music
music@christlutheranyork.com

Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary
office@christlutheranyork.com

Terry Hoover, Publications
associate@christlutheranyork.com

BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care
beth@christlutheranyork.com

Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com

Scott Albright, Propery Manager
property@christlutheranyork.com

Alexa Sheaffer, Youth and Family Coordinator
christianed@christlutheranyork.com

Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian

Council Members
Keith Stoltzfus President
Adrienne Brenner Vice President
Tom Keller Treasurer
Cindy Cooley Secretary
Ed Garber
Tom Gross
Rochelle Nyman
Tom Olson
Hank Steinhilber
Jen Vanada
Leslee Yoder

Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education,
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.
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