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Our Mission:
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The Entrance Rite

and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our

ran - somed souls at

Prelude
Schoen wie der Morgenstern (H. L. Hassler)
Opening Hymn “As With Gladness Men of Old” ELW 302
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

last

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872

thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
S0 may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea-sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.




P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for
in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that
sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Hymn “Baptized in Water” ELW 456
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our Kking: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Liturgy of the Word

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your be-
loved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your
Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

Announcements
Children’s Message

First Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9

"Here is my servant, whom [ uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. “ He will not cry out or lift
up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not
grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands
wait for his teaching. > Thus says God, the LorD, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the
people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: °T am the Lorp; I have called you in
righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a cove-
nant to the people, a light to the nations, ’ to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out
the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. * T am

the LoRD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. ° See, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring
forth, I tell you of them.

A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 29 (Sung in unison)
! Ascribe to the ' LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- ' ry and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lorbp the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- ' ty of holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LoRbp is upon the | mighty waters.




* The voice of the LORD is a pow- ' erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a ! voice of splendor.

>The voice of the LORD breaks the ! cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce-' dars of Lebanon;

% the LORD makes Lebanon Sklp like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a ' young wild ox.

"The voice ! of the LOrD
bursts forth in ' lightning flashes.

8 The voice of the Lorp ! shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp shakes the wilder- ' ness of Kadesh.

? The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the ! forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are ' crying, “Glory!”

" The Lorb sits enthroned a- ' bove the ﬂood
the LORD sits enthroned as king for-' evermore.

'O Lorb, give strength ! to your people,
give them, O LoRb, the bless- | ings of peace.

Second Lesson: Acts 10:34-43

** Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partlahty, >but in every people anyone who fears him and practices right-
eousness is acceptable to him. *® You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ** We are wit-
nesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hang
ing him on a tree, *’ but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives for-
giveness of sins through his name.”
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.




Verse
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. '* John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” °
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. '® And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. '” And a voice from the heavens
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Verse
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4 Re-new-ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r

n Il 1 1
) A ~ | ) | | | | | ) )
| | ! | | | |
Gi= ‘*—'_ﬁFPaﬁ_tj ESPEE S S SN
that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.
Sermon




Hymn of the Day “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized” ELW 304
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you

2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant

3 Straight-way and stead-fast wun - til death you then o-beyed the

I

4 Bap - tize wus with your Spir - it Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav’n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in  God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers
A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole hu-
man community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

After each portion of the prayers:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

The Prayers conclude:

A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Sav-
ior. C: Amen.

The Eucharistic Meal

Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offertory
Brightest and Best (J.P. Harding)
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Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray...God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth
life, in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of
creation to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface and Sanctus
P: It is indeed right and salutary. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




Eucharistic Prayer

P:Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth
of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are
you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forev-
er. Amen.
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Fraction and Agnus Dei
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave. Dip
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup. Worshipers may stand or kneel
at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament. Return to your pew by way of the center
aisle. Gluten-free wafers are available.
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Music during Distribution “Shall We Gather at the River”

ELW 423
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,

3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;

4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

0. Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry
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“Just the Way [ Am” ELW 592
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re - ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ty
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, 1 come, 1 come.
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
Only sung if needed.
“Eat This Bread” ELW 472

Use the ELW (red book) for this song.
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The Dismissal

Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

A: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with de-
light, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have
seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P: The God of love, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illuminate
your path, and increase your joy, today and always.

C: Amen.
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Recessional Hymn “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” ELW 310
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -i - fest-ed by  the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed - ding guest in thy God-head man-i - fest;
man -1i - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

God in flesh made man-i - fest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

A: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Recessional (A. Fedak)

Please join us in the Lower Narthex for coffee.
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Praver List

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please no-
tify us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off.

Members
Shirley Cook, Naomi Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Ron Heilman, Steven Heilman,
Bill Hullman, Pat Kronk, Marsha Linden, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, John and
Mary Lou Manley, Richard Meckley, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Mary Shepp, Sally
Smith, Susan Thomas, Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert.

Others
Robert Appleton, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarevskyi,
Joan Boyce, David Brudnicki and family, Nancy Buettner, Duane Caouette, Andy
Doss, Susan Ellison, Terry Flinchbaugh, Richard Fox, Gus Frank, Mark Garber, Lynda
Godfrey, Christina Hackeling, Julie Hadaszy, Daniel Hertig, Kay Leiphart, Kristin
Klinedinst, Ellen Meyers, Jeff Miller, Dottie Morris, Jack Neuman family, Lois Olson,
Dale Parker, John Pavoncelli, April Paske, Leo Pufall, Nancy Quintin, Bick Sandin,
Robert Settee, Andy and Steph Shearer, Charlie and Judi Snyder, Selena Strine, Denny
and Jan Stroshane, Dan Sutton, Robert Wagaman, Rev. Allan S. and Bonnie Wysocki,
Stephen L. Wysocki.

Our
oughts &

rayers
are with...
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Serving in Worship

Assisting Marc Gross

Ministers Paul Schendel

Acolytes Shea Vanada

Reader Bill Cooley

Lower Narthex Andy Waltersdorf

Back Door Diane Einsig

Altar Guild Vicki Craun, Marty Olson, Judy Garber, Marlene Coval
Ushers Melissa Cook, Deb Sheaffer, Richard and Kathy Heilman
Sound system Alexa Sheaffer

Coffee hour hosts Youth and Family Committee

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of their parents: Thomas
and Mary Keller, and Warren and Jeanne Robinson; and in honor of their children and
grandchildren by Tom and Lynn Keller.

\ Today-Hamburger and noodles return date
January 18-Baked goods
KITCHEN January 19-Soup kitchen delivery
Guys Night Out

January 20th at 6:00 pm
at the Crimson American Grill
RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at
717-881-2578 or call the church office.

Community Meal
January 25

i

COMMUNITY DINNER
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MEETING

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 18, 2026
11:00 am

This year’s Congregational Meeting will again be held immedi-
ately after the worship service—in the Nave.

Copies of the agenda, the minutes of the 2025 meeting, the pro-
posed 2026 budget, and the reports from church staff and lay
leaders are available in the lower narthex.

As you are able, you’re encouraged to attend this event!
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Devotional

Something that | have offered my congregations going clear back to
my early years serving St. Matthew in Hanover, is mid-week devo-
tions. The purpose of the devotional time together is to give partici-
pants time to give thanks to God for blessings received thus far in
the week and to pray for God’s guidance through the remainder of
the week.

The devotions last about twenty minutes and are comprised of pray-
er, scripture reading, a very brief homily, and some silent meditation.

| offer and lead the devotions on Wednesdays from 12:15 — 12:35 in
the chapel. All members and friends of Christ church are cordially
invited to attend. And feel free to come whenever you can make it.
This is not a cumulative type of program where you are out-of-the-
loop if you miss a session(s). The devotions begin on January 14.
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Christ Lutheran Church
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213
Child Care Center: 717-854-2239
www.christlutheranyork.com
E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com
www.facebook.com /ChristLutheranChurchYork,
Pennsylvania

Welcome!
So we can know you better, please complete an
attendance card found in the pew and place it in an
offering plate. If you have no church home, we invite you
to membership at Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you
return to worship and participate in our life in Christ!

The Liturgy

Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the
Blessed Sacrament.

Worship resources are found in the pews. The “Lutheran
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal. The
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (noted ELW inside the
bulletin) is the red hardback hymnal.

Children are always welcome at worship!
We value the participation of our children in worship!
As members of the church, children participate in the
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members,
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as
necessary.

Christ Lutheran Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Daniel M. Yeiser
pastor@christlutheranyork.com

Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music
music@christlutheranyork.com

Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary
office@christlutheranyork.com

Terry Hoover, Publications
associate@christlutheranyork.com

BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care
beth@christlutheranyork.com

Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com

Scott Albright, Maintenance
property@christlutheranyork.com

Alexa Sheaffer, Youth and Family Coordinator
christianed@christlutheranyork.com

Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian

Council Members
Keith Stoltzfus President
Adrienne Brenner Vice President
Tom Keller Treasurer
Cindy Cooley Secretary
Tom Gross
Rochelle Nyman
Tom Olson
Hank Steinhilber
Jen Vanada
Leslee Yoder

Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education,
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.
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