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The Word
became flesh

and lived
among Us

JOHN 1:14
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Christ Lutheran Church
29 S. George Street, York, Pa. 17401

Our Mission:
Reflect God’s love in the heart of York

Our Vision:
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York praising God,
connecting people to Christ,
and serving the people of York and the world

Companions with the Itete Hospital of the
Konde Diocese,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania




The Entrance Rite

Prelude
Noel (L. Daquin)
Processional Hymn “Let All Together Praise Our God” ELW 287
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4 Your moth - er feeds you ten - der - ly, sings you a
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly  Son.
man - ger in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.
clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LoBT Gort, 1IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Greeting

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

P: May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.

C: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise “Go Tell It on the Mountian”

Refrain
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;

Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual




Announcements

Children’s message

The Liturgy of the Word

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incar-
nate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14

’ Thus says the LorD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LorD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.” ® See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor together; a great company, they shall return here.
’ With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back; I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall not stumble, for I
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. '° Hear the word of
the LorD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered
Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” "' For he LorD has
ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. '> They shall
come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness
of the LorD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and
the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish
again. "° Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the
old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give
them gladness for sorrow. '* 1 will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people
shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LOrRD
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:12-20 (Sung in unison)
12 Worship the Lorp, ' O Jerusalem;
praise your ' God, O Zion,

3 who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil-' dren within you.




*God has established peace ' on your borders
and satisfies you with the ! finest wheat.

!5 God sends out a command ' to the earth,
a word that runs ' very swiftly.

16 God gives ' snow like wool,
scattering | frost like ashes.

7 God scatters ' hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?

3 The Lorp sends forth the ' word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.

Y God declares the ' word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- ' ments to Israel.

2 The LoRrp has not done so to any | other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. ° He destined
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of
his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Be-
loved. " In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace ® that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and in-
sight * he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
that he set forth in Christ, '* as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. '' In Christ we have also obtained an inher-
itance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, '* so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. "> In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '* this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.




Gradual Anthem “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

The Holy Gospel: John 1:1-18

P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. >
He was in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and with-
out him not one thing came into being. What has come into being * in him was life, and
the life was the light of all people. * The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overtake it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. ' He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world
did not know him. ' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. '? But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God, '* who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

'* And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. '* (John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because
he was before me.” ””) ' From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '’
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. '® No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Gradual Anthem
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come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the

new - born king.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

Sermon
Hymn of the Day “In the Bleak Winter” ELW 294
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give him, poor. . .. as I am?
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earth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a-way when he comes to reign;
It I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  Snow, Snow on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I give him— give my heart.




Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers
A: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation,
and all who are in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
A: Hear us, O God.
C; Your mercy is great.

The Prayers conclude:

A: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

The Eucharistic Meal

Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offertory Hymn
Brightest and Best of the Stars (J. Hadig)
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it
Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray...God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the
blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all
the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.




The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface and Sanctus
P: It is indeed right, our duty. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer

P:Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth
of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed

are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the
Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

“Lord,

teach us to*

pray...” §
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Fraction and Agnus Dei
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave. Dip
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup. Worshipers may stand or kneel

at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament. Return to your pew by way of the center
aisle. Gluten-free wafers are available.
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Music during Distribution
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” ELW 282
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:
and still their heav'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
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when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shall o - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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“Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”

ELW 284
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1 ’Twas in the moon of win-ter-time when all the birds had fled, that
2 With-in a lodge of bro-ken bark the ten-der babe was found; a
3 The ear-liest moon of win-ter-time is not so round and fair as
4 O  chil-dren of the for-est free, the an-gel-song is true; the
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*God the Lord of all the earth sent an - gel choirs in - stead; be -
rag - ged robe of rab - bit skin en-wrapped his beau -ty round; but
was the ring of glo-ry on the help - less in - fant there. The
ho - ly child of earth and heav’n is born to - day for you. Come,
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fore their light the stars grew dim, and wan-d’ring hunt-ers heard the hymn:
as the hunt-er braves drew nigh, the an - gel song rang loud and high:
chiefs from far be-fore him knelt with gifts of fox and bea - ver pelt.
kneel be - fore the ra - diant boy, who brings you beau - ty, peace, and joy.
Q ||D Refmi’ll T T T = _’\ T
élx_ I;,- | | ﬁl i =I  I— | | _r_IF dl'
J * —

Je-sus your king is born!

*original: “mighty Gitchi Manitou”

Je - sus is born, in ex - cel-sis glo-ri - a!

Text: Jean de Brébeuf, 1593-1649; tr. Jesse E. Middleton, 1872-1960, alt.

Music: UNE JEUN

E PUCELLE, French folk tune, c. 16th cent.

Text © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music Company. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Only sung if needed.
“Word of God, Come Down on Earth” ELW 510
Use the ELW (red book) for this song.
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The Dismissal

Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

A: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder
in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your
love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born among us. C:Amen.

Benediction

P: The God of love, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illuminate
your path, and increase your joy, today and always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn “Angels From Their Realms of Glory” ELW 275
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1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion,join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto -ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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Dismissal

A: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Passacaglia (C.W. Witt)

Praver List

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please
notify us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off.

Members
Shirley Cook, Naomi Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Ron Heilman, Steven Heilman,
Bill Hullman, Pat Kronk, Marsha Linden, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, John and Mary
Lou Manley, Richard Meckley, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Mary Shepp, Sally Smith,
Susan Thomas, Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert.

Others
Robert Appleton, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarevskyi,
David Brudnicki and family, Nancy Buettner, Duane Caouette, Andy Doss, Susan
Ellison, Terry Flinchbaugh, Richard Fox, Gus Frank, Mark Garber, Lynda Godftrey,
Christina Hackeling, Julie Hadaszy, Daniel Hertig, Kay Leiphart, Kristin Klinedinst,
Ellen Meyers, Jeff Miller, Dottie Morris, Jack Neuman family, Lois Olson, Dale Parker,
John Pavoncelli, April Paske, Leo Pufall, Nancy Quintin, Bick Sandin, Robert Settee,
Andy and Steph Shearer, Charlie and Judi Snyder, Selena Strine, Denny and Jan
Stroshane, Dan Sutton, Robert Wagaman, Rev. Allan S. and Bonnie Wysocki, Stephen
L. Wysocki.
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Serving in Worship

Assisting Bill Cooley

[Ministers Betsy Buckingham

Acolyte Emma Boyd

Reader Lynn Keller

Lower Narthex John Ports

Back Door Sandy Cooley

Altar Guild Vicki Craun, Marty Olson, Judy Garber, Marlene Coval
Ushers Melissa Cook, Deb Sheaffer, Richard and Kathy Heilman
Sound System Tom Olson

The altar arrangements are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of George
and Harry Wilt and Kay Wilt, by the family.

Today -Noodles out for pickup

\ January 11-Hamburger and noodles return date
January 18-Baked goods
KITCHEN January 19-Soup kitchen delivery
Guys Night Out

January 13th at 6:00 pm
at the Crimson American Grill
RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at
717-881-2578 or call the church office.

Community Meal
January 25
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Devotional

Something that | have offered my congregations going clear back to
my early years serving St. Matthew in Hanover, is mid-week devo-
tions. The purpose of the devotional time together is to give partici-
pants time to give thanks to God for blessings received thus far in
the week and to pray for God’s guidance through the remainder of
the week.

The devotions last about twenty minutes and are comprised of pray-
er, scripture reading, a very brief homily, and some silent meditation.

| offer and lead the devotions on Wednesdays from 12:15 — 12:35 in
the chapel. All members and friends of Christ church are cordially
invited to attend. And feel free to come whenever you can make it.
This is not a cumulative type of program where you are out-of-the-
loop if you miss a session(s). The devotions begin on January 14.
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Christ Church feeds those in need in York

“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink?...Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for

me.’ (Matthew 25:37, 40)

We help the needy in York along with St. Matthew’s Lutheran with
donations of food each month. Canned goods and other non-
perishable food placed in the big brown boxes in the parlor and by
the choir room are taken to the food pantry monthly at St. Paul’s.
Please bring your gifts for our brothers and sisters in York regularly.
The need does not end with the holidays.

Thanks and blessings,
Jay Stevens
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Christ Lutheran Church
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213
Child Care Center: 717-854-2239
www.christlutheranyork.com
E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com
www.facebook.com /ChristLutheranChurchYork,
Pennsylvania

Welcome!
So we can know you better, please complete an
attendance card found in the pew and place it in an
offering plate. If you have no church home, we invite you
to membership at Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you
return to worship and participate in our life in Christ!

The Liturgy

Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the
Blessed Sacrament.

Worship resources are found in the pews. The “Lutheran
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal. The
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” (noted ELW inside the
bulletin) is the red hardback hymnal.

Children are always welcome at worship!
We value the participation of our children in worship!
As members of the church, children participate in the
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members,
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as
necessary.

Christ Lutheran Church Staff

Rev. Dr. Daniel M. Yeiser
pastor@christlutheranyork.com

Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music
music@christlutheranyork.com

Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary
office@christlutheranyork.com

Terry Hoover, Publications
associate@christlutheranyork.com

BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care
beth@christlutheranyork.com

Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com

Scott Albright, Maintenance
property@christlutheranyork.com

Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian

Council Members
Keith Stoltzfus President
Adrienne Brenner Vice President
Tom Keller Treasurer
Cindy Cooley Secretary
Marc Gross
Tom Gross
Rochelle Nyman
Tom Olson
Alexa Sheaffer
Hank Steinhilber
Jen Vanada
Leslee Yoder

Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education,
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.
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