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Christ Lutheran Church  
29 S. George Street, York, Pa. 17401  

 
Our Mission:  

Reflect Godõs love in the heart of York 
 

Our Vision:  
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York praising God,  

connecting people to Christ,  
and serving the people of York and the world  

 
Companions with the Itete Hospital of the  

Konde Diocese,  
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania  
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The Entrance Rite 
 
Prelude 
Kyrie ñMesse pour les Paroissesò                                                           (F. Couperin) 
 
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Father, ᵸ Son, and Holy Spirit, alive in the world, reviving creation, 
arriving soon.  
C: Amen. 
 

P:Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 
alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We 
have trusted false promises. 
 

P:God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
birth in us. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 
forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C:Amen. 
 
Kyrie 
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 Prayer for the lighting of the Avent Wreath 
P:Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep 
us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we 
light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not 
know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn ñLight One Candle to Watch for Messiahò 
 

 

Greeting  
P: From the one who was, who is, and who is to come: Grace and peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray...Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. .  
Amen. 

Announcements 

 
 
Childrenôs Message 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to 
come the mountain of the L ôs house shall be established as the highest of the moun-
tains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples 
shall come and say, ñCome, let us go up to the mountain of the L , to the house of 
the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.ò 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the L  from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the L !  
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 (Sung in unison) 
1 I was glad when they | said to me, 
  ñLet us go to the house | of the L .ò 
 

2 Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 
3 Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 
4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the L , 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the L .  
 
5 For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 
6 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  ñMay they pros- | per who love you. 
 
7 Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 
8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 
9 Because of the house of the | L  our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.ò    
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Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said to the disciples, 36ñAbout that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in the days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39

and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. 42Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an hour you do not expect.ò  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day ñWake, Awake, For Night is Flyingò                                  ELW 436 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
 
Prayers   
A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence 
 

A:God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

C: Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Meal 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Offertory  
Of the Fatherôs Love Begotten                                                                        Bell Choir 
 
Offertory Prayer 

A: Let us pray...Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be 
for the world signs of your kingdom come. 
C: Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Preface and Sanctus 
P: It is indeed right, our duty. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P:Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophetsô hopes and dreams. Blessed are 
you for Maryôs openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word 
made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 
earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
 

Lordôs Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Fraction and Agnus Dei 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
C: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Ap-
proach the chancel rail by way of the side aisles, beginning in the rear of the nave.  Dip 
the host in the first cup or drink from the common cup.  Worshipers may stand or kneel 
at the chancel rail to receive the sacrament.  Return to your pew by way of the center 
aisle.  Gluten-free wafers are available.   
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Hymns during distribution  
ñBread of Life Our Host and Mealò                                                                  ELW 464 
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ñHark! A Thrilling Voice is Soundingò                                                          ELW 246 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Only sung if needed.    
ñEach Winter as the Year Grows Olderò     ELW 252 

Use the ELW (red book) for this song. 
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The Dismissal 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
A: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, ea-
ger to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P: May God who comes among us, Father,  нSon, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience 
in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
C: Amen.      
 
Recessional Hymn ñFling Wide the Doorò                                                  ELW 259                                            
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Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
Conditor alme siderum                                                                                (M. Corrette) 
 
Please join us for coffee hour after the service. 
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Prayer List 
 

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please noti-
fy us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off. 

Members 
Shirley Cook, Naomi Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Ron Heilman, Steven Heilman,  
Bill Hullman, Pat Kronk, Marsha Linden, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, John and Mary 
Lou Manley, Richard Meckley, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Mary Shepp, Sally Smith, Su-
san Thomas, Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert. 

 
Others 

Robert Appleton, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarevskyi, 
David Brudnicki and family, Duane Caouette, Andy Doss, Susan Ellison, Terry Flinch-
baugh, Richard Fox, Gus Frank, Mark Garber, Lynda Godfrey, Christina Hackeling, Ju-
lie Hadaszy, Daniel Hertig, Kay Leiphart, Kristin Klinedinst, Ellen Meyers, Jeff Miller, 
Dottie Morris, Jack Neuman family, Lois Olson, Dale Parker, John Pavoncelli, April 
Paske, Leo Pufall, Nancy Quintin, Bick Sandin, Robert Settee, Andy and Steph Shearer, 
Charlie and Judi Snyder, Selena Strine, Denny and Jan Stroshane, Dan Sutton, Robert 
Wagaman, Rev. Allan S. and Bonnie Wysocki, Stephen L. Wysocki.     

 
 
 

 
Year end giving must be  
postmarked by Dec 31 or  
in the office by January 5. 
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  Serving in Worship 
                                          
Assisting                     Bill Cooley 
Ministers                     Carlton Gross                         
 
Reader                         Marc Gross 
 
Lower Narthex            Terry Hoover 
 
Back Door                   Diane Einsig 
 
Altar Guild                  Marlene Coval, Vicki Craun, Margaret Kauffman, Leslee Yoder      
  
Ushers                         Rick Smith, Adrienne Brenner, Phil Shepp, Andy Waltersdorf,   
                                    Lynn and Tom Keller   
                                     
Sound System            Alexa Sheaffer 
 
Coffee table hosts      Terry Hoover and Marc Gross 
      
Altar greens are given to the Glory of God.  
 

                      
 

                   December 7-Hamberger and noodles return. 
                   December 14-Baked goods due. 

 
 

Guys Night Out 
December 10th at 6:00 pm 

at The First Post 
RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at 

717-881-2578 or call the church office. 
 
 

Next Community Meal  
December 28 
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During Advent, the Social Ministry Committee will be collecting gifts 
for the following agencies: our Childcare Center, ACCESS York, The 
Lehman Center and School Community of Hope, a Community 
Progress Council agency at Hannah Penn.   
 
There will be a collection box for donations in the lower narthex 
beginning November 30, 2025.   
 
The following items are needed: tissues and snack items for the 
Childcare Center; Twin sheet sets and towels for ACCESS; diapers, 
wipes, baby bottles and baby clothes, infant to 2T, for Community of 
Hope and paper products such as paper towels, tissues and toilet 
paper for the Lehman Center.   
 

Please help us support these valuable church and community 
ministries.  Your contributions will be greatly appreciated. 
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Child care gifts 

 
Social ministry committee would like to assist the families of the chil-
dren in the Child Care Center by purchasing gifts for each child from 
the congregation. 
 
To do this a form was sent home with each parent asking for sug-
gestions for their child. Each gift should be between $20 to $30. 
 
The forms will be available on December 7th on a table in the door-
way of the chapel. Take a form and return the gift back to the table 
by December 21st. 
 
Thank you in advance for your help. 
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December Events 
 
 
 
In December, weôve got a bunch of 
fun events planned. If youôre interest-
ed in helping us with our Advent Walk 
on December 5th, please sign up in 
the Lower Narthex. Your help will be 
super helpful in setting up the event, 
managing the stations, distributing 
cookies, and cleaning up after the 
event. 
 
 
 

 
 
Weôll also be caroling at Spren-
kle Village this year. Weôll leave 
church on Sunday, December 
21st, with the cookies that the 
kids will decorate during Sunday 
school. Weôll start caroling 
around 1:00 PM. Come dressed 
in your most festive sweater and 
spread some Christmas cheer 
with our older members!  
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Upcoming Holiday  Community Meal  
 
With the holiday season approaching, we would appreciate donations of des-
serts for the upcoming Holiday meals listed below. Desserts can be dropped off 
in the kitchen that morning. On December 28, we will be serving our Christmas 
Meal. Please see Cindy Cooley or Tom Keller if you would be willing to help in 
any way or have any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A thankyou to everyone who has so far donated clothing for our guests at our 
monthly community meal. We would further like donations of hats, gloves, 
scarves, socks and small toiletries to place in their Christmas gift bags at the 
Christmas meal.  
 
Thanks bunches  
Lynn 


