
  

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 8, 2024 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
29 S. George Street, York, Pa. 17401 

 
Our Mission: 

Reflect God’s love in the heart of York 
 

Our Vision: 
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York praising God, 

connecting people to Christ, 
and serving the people of York and the world 

 
Companions with the Itete Hospital of the  

Konde Diocese, 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania  
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The Entrance Rite 
 
Prelude 
Prelude on “Christus der ist mein”                                                                         (J. Coe) 
 
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. Gracious God  
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us 
cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among 
ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great 
mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us 
to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, the source of eternal 
healing, your sins are forgiven. 
C: Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn “Earth and All Stars”                                                            LBW 558 
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Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray…Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health 
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready 
to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Installation of Sunday school teachers and presentation of Bibles to the children 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.  
A: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 146 (Sung in unison) 
1Hal- | lelujah! 
  Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 
 
2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
 
3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
 
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish. R 
 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free. 
 
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed 
down; 
  the Lord | loves the righteous.  
 
9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wick-
ed. 
 
10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!   
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Second Lesson: James 2:1-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glori-
ous Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into 
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take no-
tice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the 
one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made dis-
tinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to 
be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dis-
honored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adul-
tery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act 
as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mer-
cy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.  
A: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 
P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
4[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came 
and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. 
She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He 
took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he 
spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue 
was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear 
and the mute to speak.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day “O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True”                        LBW 380 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayers   
A: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.  
 
A brief silence 
 

A:Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved 
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C: Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Meal 

Peace   
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Offertory  
Meditation                                                                                    (R. Vaughan Williams) 
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Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray,  
C: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and 
with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preface and Sanctus 
P: It is indeed right and salutary. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Fraction and Agnus Dei 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
C: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Worshipers have the 
choice of intinction (dipping the wafer into the intinction chalice) or using individual cups to receive the 
wine. Please use the side aisles to come forward, beginning in the rear of the nave.  Hand-sanitize, and 
pick up a communion cup before coming to the rail, if choosing to receive individually. Worshipers may 
stand or kneel at the communion rail to receive the sacrament. Return to your pew by way of the center 
aisle. Place used cup in basket and sanitize hands. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
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Hymns during Distribution “Healer of Our Every Ill”                                  WOV 738 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music downloaded from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003269. Hymns 
reprinted under One License.net number #A-709498.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.                                                                    
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“Christ Be Our Light”                                                                                                  ELW 715 
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The Dismissal 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
A: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us at your table. Send us now 
to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P: God Almighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 
C: Amen.      
 
Recessional Hymn “Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                               LBW 559 

Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
Dantzen und Springen                                                                         (H.L. Hassler) 
 
Please join us for coffee hour after the service. 
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Prayer List 
 

We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please noti-
fy us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off. 

         
Members 

Beverly Bowers, Beth Boyd, Sondra Boyd, Betsy Buckingham, Shirley Cook, Mel Dick, Naomi 
Duncan, Rodney Flinchbaugh, Barbara Geesey, Tom Gross, Barbara Gruver, Ron Heilman, 
Daniel Helwig, Bill Hullman, Pat Kronk, Linda Lightner, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, Rev. 
Ron Mease, Richard Meckley, Adrian Patches, Joyce Paules, Sonia Paules, Jen Risser, Doris 
Ritter, Mary Shepp, Sally Smith, Natalie Steir and Caroline Olson and families, Susan Thomas, 
Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert. 
 

Others 
Robert Appleton, Anees Ayay, Greg Beck, Kelly Bell, Edward Bender, Jr., Roman Bondarev-
skyi, Audrey Brubaker, Duane Caouette, Don Chamberlin, Michelle Conway, Bill Crowley, 
Andy Doss, Susan Ellison, Carl Fetterman, Terry Flinchbaugh, Richard Fox, Gus Frank, Lee 
Geesey, Lynda Godfrey, Julie Hadaszy, Pat Hall, Daniel Hertig, Bishop Penrose Hoover, Kristin 
Klinedinst, Ellen Meyers, Jeff Miller, Dottie Morris, Lois Olson, Dale Parker, April Paske, Her-
bert Poe and family, Leo Pufall, Cindy Schroeder, Robert Settee, Sophia Shearer, Michael Sta-
bley, Selina Strine, Denny and Jan Stroshane, Dan Sutton, Robert Wagaman, Rev. Allan S. and 
Bonnie Wysocki. 
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Serving in Worship 
                                          
Assisting                    Adrienne Brenner          
Ministers                    Marlene Coval                                                 
 
Acolyte                      Tipton Brenner 
 
Reader                        Phyllis March  
 
Lower Narthex           Andy Waltersdorf      
 
Back Door                  Dave Barkdoll       
 
Altar Guild                 Marlene Coval, Susan Lease, Barbara Shepp, Phyllis March,  
                                   Marsha Linden      
  
Ushers                        Melissa Cook, Deb Sheaffer, Richard and Kathy Heilman 
 
Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of the emergency 
workers who lost their lives on September 11, 2001, by Chief Tom Gross. 

Coffee hour hosted by Sunday school parents. 

 
Guys Night Out 

Tuesday, October 8, at 6:00 pm 
RSVP to Chaplain Steinhilber at 

717-881-2578 or call the church office. 
 
               

 
September 8-Noodles and hamburger return 

September 15-Baked goods due. 
 

          
 
 

Community Meal 
September 29 at 12:00  
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Date:  Saturday, September 14 
Time: 4:00 PM  

Location: Cones and Clubs, formerly - Jim Mack's Ice Cream  
Located on PA Rt 462 east of York, between  

Hellam & Wrightsville, PA 
5745 Lincoln Hwy, York, PA 17406   

Visit jimmacksicecream.com or call 717-252-2013. 
Event: Miniature Golfing and Ice Cream Eating  

Cost:  $6 for adults 3.75 for kids under 6 
RSVP: September 7 

Rain date: Sunday, September 15 @ 3:00  

http://jimmacksicecream.com/
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. 
 
 

Mark your calendar! 
 

Come Join us for Oktoberfest, Sunday, September 22
nd

 after our 
Anniversary worship service in the Parish Hall. 

 
Bring your Beer Steins and a healthy appetite for German Food!  

 
Also come to enjoy the Dockenspeilers playing some great German 

Music (and maybe dance a polka or two)! 
 

Look for a sign-up sheet in the lower narthex or sign up on the back 
of your attendance cards! 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213 

 
 Child Care Center: 717-854-2239 

 

 www.christlutheranyork.org  
 

  E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com   
 

www.facebook.com/christlutheranyork 
 

Welcome! 
So we can know you better, please complete an attendance 
card found in the pew and place it in an offering plate. If 
you have no church home, we invite you to membership at 
Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you return to worship 
and participate in our life in Christ! 
 

The Liturgy 
Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church 
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through 
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in 
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran 
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship!  
We value the participation of our children in worship!     
As members of the church, children participate in the 
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the 
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members, 
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as 
necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
 
The Reverend Alan Watt, Pastor 
pastor@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music 
music@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary 
office@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Terry Hoover, Publications 
associate@christlutheranyork.com 
 
BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care 
beth@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager 
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Scott Albright, Maintenance 
property@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian 
 

Council Members 
Larry Young     President  
Keith Stoltzfus  Vice President 
Tom Olson        Treasurer 
Jen Risser           Secretary  
Adrienne Brenner 
Cindy Cooley 
Marc Gross 
Tom Gross 
Tom Keller 
Rochelle Nyman 
Alexa Schaeffer 
Jen Vanada 
Leslee Yoder 

Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran 
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation 
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives 
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy 
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education, 
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone 
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present 
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.  


