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Christ Lutheran Church
29 S. George Street
York, Pa. 17401
Our Mission:
Reflect God’s love in the heart of York

Our Vision:
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York
praising God,
connecting people to Christ,
and serving the people of York and the world
Companions with the Itete Hospital
of the Konde Diocese,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania

November Readings
November 6
All Saints Sunday
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31
November 13
Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
November 20
Christ the King
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43
November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
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Greetings,
I’d like to begin with my sincere thanks to all who contributed nonperishable food items for our Harvest Home Pledge
Sunday. We donated over 300 items to the Food Pantry,
reaffirming our continued commitment to stewardship in
downtown York! If you couldn’t return your pledge card
yet, please have it into the church office as soon as possible. We appreciate your financial blessings of commitment
to Christ Lutheran.
We begin the month with All Saints’ Sunday, where we remember all those who have joined the church triumphant.
We will again have our Table of Remembrance, where you
can light a candle for a loved one. Christ the King Sunday,
November 20, marks the end of the liturgical church year.
The following Sunday, November 27, begins the season of
watching and waiting— the season of Advent. Join us on
Sundays as we worship Christ and move through this
meaningful time of the liturgical year!

Many thanks to all those from our congregation who volunteered and decorated their cars for this year’s Trunk or
Treat! We had many children from the surrounding community attend this year’s event. As always, thank you,
Katie Schriver for organizing and overseeing this vital outreach activity!
Watch for further announcements regarding upcoming Advent events and volunteer opportunities for Light Up York,
which we will be participating in again this year!
Look forward to seeing all of you at our November services!
Soli Deo Gloria,
Marc Gross
Council President
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THE HISTORY OF THE PRAYER SHAWL
Originally known as a “tallit,” the prayer shawl was and remains a special garment worn by Jewish men as a sign of
obedience to the law of God. The practice of wearing the
shawl began after Moses led the Hebrews out of slavery
from the land of Egypt and they were given the Ten Commandments.
The men wore them not only during times of prayer, but
throughout the day in order to protect their skin from the
rays of the desert sun. White with black stripes, the shawls
are bordered at the hem with 613 tassels, which signify the
number of commandments as given in the Torah. The
shawls are described as having four “corners,” symbolizing
the four corners of a tent—as if the men are gathering to
have a tent meeting with God. (“Throughout the generations to come, you are to make tassels on the corners of
your garment with a blue cord on each tassel.” See Numbers 15: 38-41.) While historically only men have worn the
tallit, today some women also choose to wear it.
Although the prayer shawl does not hold the same significance for Christians, it can nevertheless still be special.
When we take time to read the scriptures and engage in
meditation, a prayer shawl can add to a sense of comfort.
It can help us feel closer to God and in a more personal
way enrich the discipline of prayer.
For Christians, part of the sacred tradition of the use of the
prayer shawl is that it’s usually presented as a gift to
someone facing difficult circumstances. Although the
shawl doesn’t resemble the tallit that, for example, Jesus
certainly would have worn, it still serves as a reminder that
one is carried through life wrapped in the arms of our
heavenly Father.
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The first formal “prayer shawl ministry” most likely began at
a church in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1998. From there it
soon spread to many other churches. The Prayer Shawl
Group of Christ Lutheran Church was founded by the late
Carol Schlenker, a very active, dedicated and talented
church member. This group continues to be active, even
during the Covid Pandemic. Moreover, it has been expanded beyond making and distributing shawls to providing personalized blankets for the newly baptized, hats for children
(and staff) at the church’s daycare center, as well as
scarves and gloves for the needy, including the homeless.
Currently (Autumn 2022), the group is working on a
Christmas project by which it will make and then display and distribute such items on the church fence,
which borders one of the major streets of the city. In
this way, even more people will be blessed with both
physical and spiritual comfort as expressed through
the caring hands of the congregation’s Prayer Shawl
Group.
Wanda Stibitz

(Sources: Grace United Church in Burlington, Ontario, Canada; and Ashley Hooker at crosswalk.com: “What Is the
Prayer Shawl and Why Is It Significant?”)
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Advent begins November 27
Look for devotions placed in the Lower Narthex
starting on Sunday, November 20th.

Adult Learning Opportunity for Advent
Our next adult class will start on November 20th through
December 18. The subject for those weeks will be “The
Angels of Christmas”.
November 20 Gabriel and Zechariah
November 27 No class
December 4
Gabriel and Mary
December 11 Joseph and an Angel of the Lord
December 18 The Shepherds and the Angels
Terry Hoover will be the facilitator for the class, which will
include a DVD, discussion, and a handout.
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Live Nativity on December 2nd from 6-8 pm at the
church.
We will have live animals, including sheep, goats, a donkey,
and a young water buffalo, in the courtyard, while the children from the Sunday school and catechetics classes play
the roles of the biblical characters. Light refreshments will
be available at the portico.

Coming soon, the Angel Tree.
Be on the lookout for the Angel Tree. It will be displayed
this month. As of this printing we do not have specific information as to dates and children’s information. When that
information is available, it will be printed in the bulletin and
the weekly e-mail blast.
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Dessert donations needed for
holiday community meals.
We would like to ask for donations of desserts for the two
holiday community meals:
November 27th for the Thanksgiving meal and
December 18th for the Christmas meal.
Desserts can be dropped off in the kitchen that day.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the
lower narthex.

Do not forget to “fall back” on
November 6th.
Set your clocks back an hour before bedtime
on
November 5th.
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Our four groups are busy each month preparing the Chancel for the Sunday Services, weddings, baptisms, and funerals. We are always looking for more members—women,
men, and even our older teenagers are welcome. We meet
on Friday or Saturday mornings to prepare everything and
then before and after the services for final preps and cleaning up. It does not usually take long for any of these preparations.
One of our busiest times is coming in December when we
need lots of hands. December 18th, one week before
Christmas, we have our hanging of the greens. We hang
wreaths in the Nave and on the outside doors. We hang
pine-roping and bows along the fencing out front and on
King Street and along the balcony railing. Candle sconces
are attached on the pew ends, and beautiful poinsettias
decorate the edge of the Chancel. And, don’t forget the
beautiful wooden Nativity stable and figurines, too. We also
place our tree in the Lower Narthex with the church members’ hand-sewn Chrismons. We need your help to make
all of this decorating possible. Please consider joining us.
Marlene Coval, overall chairman
717-767-5406 ( H )
717-873-6817 ( C )
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DISASTER RELIEF
for
SURVIVORS OF HURRICANE IAN
This month we ask that you remember the continued needs of the survivors of Hurricane Ian, which
struck Southwest Florida and coastal South Carolina in late September/early October.
.
In Florida alone, 136 persons died—the greatest
loss of life in the U.S. from a hurricane since 1935.
Damage/Destruction is estimated at $50 billion.
If you have not yet made a financial gift to an organization yet still wish to do so, simply make out
a check to the order of “Christ Lutheran Church”
and write “hurricane relief” on the memo line. You
may then place it in the Sunday offering plate. You
also may mail it to the church or deliver it in person
to the church office. (If making a cash gift, please
place it in an envelope with your name and
“hurricane relief” written on the outside of the envelope and place it in the Sunday offering plate or
deliver it to the church office.)
These donations will be deposited in a church account, from which one check will then be sent to
our denomination’s disaster relief fund (ELCA Domestic Disaster Response).
Thank you!
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Advent crafts are back December 4th from
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
On December 4th, come and make some crafts for Christmas! We will have samples on display in the Lower Narthex throughout November. We ask that you sign up so
that we will have enough materials available for everyone.
There will be some crafts for the kids so that they can join
in, too.
Bring your own lunch for a meal time at 12:00. We will
begin crafting after everyone has eaten. Coffee, tea, and
hot chocolate will be provided.
If you can’t be there at 12:00, stop in anytime during
the afternoon until 3:00pm.
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A fun way to celebrate the season with pumpkin painting, cookie decorating, games, and a
movie.

.
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It was a great Trunk or Treat day. Everyone
seemed to collect a lot of “loot!”
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Trunk or Treat could not have happened without our great volunteers!
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Child Spotlight
This month, our featured student is Marlaya.
Marlaya is a preschooler in Miss Anny’s room.
She loves to help the teachers and her friends.
She loves to play with baby dolls and enjoys art.

Currently our center is in need of tissues and
board books.
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Tuesday, November 8, 6:00 pm
Guys Night Out
(Contact Pastor Hank Steinhilber.)
Monday, November 14, 7:00 pm
Finance Committee meeting
Wednesday, November 16,
10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Prayer Shawl in the parlor
Monday, November 21 7:00 pm
Council meeting
Tuesday, November 22
Social Ministry Committee, 10:30 am
Sunday, November 27
Community Meal
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CHURCH OFFICE/STAFF/CHILD CARE
SNOW/BAD WEATHER POLICY:
Again, this year (winter 2022-2023), the church office,
childcare center, will follow the York City
Schools Cancellation/Delay Policy (Monday through Friday). If the York City Schools have a delay, cancellation or
early dismissal due to snow/bad weather, then the office
staff, and childcare center will do the same. On snow/bad
weather days, the property department will be at the church
to supervise the snow removal contractor and to do sidewalk clearing/salt application. Any evening services/
activities that are on the calendar when a snow/bad weather day occurs, could possibly be cancelled or delayed. Always check with the pastor/group leader/chairperson/music
dept. person/property dept./church office or any other contact person before coming to the church. For Sunday services, after assessing the weather condition, Pastor Watt
will determine whether the church services will be cancelled or delayed. This information will be relayed to
WGAL 8 for display on the WGAL 8 website (WGAL.com)
and/or possible television broadcast.
.
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END OF MONTH GIVING REPORT
September 2022 Report
Actual envelope giving for the month
Budgeted envelope giving for the month
Monthly deficit in envelope giving
YTD actual envelope giving
YTD budgeted envelope giving
YTD deficit in envelope giving

19,825
26,250
-6,425
215,365
236,250
-20,885

Happy Thanksgiving
from the staff here at
Christ Church.

Church office will be closed Thanksgiving Day
and Friday, November 25th.
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Christ Lutheran Church
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213
Child Care Center: 717-854-2239
www.christlutheranyork.org
E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com
www.facebook.com/christlutheranchurchofyork
Christ Lutheran Church Staff
The Rev. Alan J. Watt, Pastor
pastor@christlutheranyork.com
Katie Schriver, Director of Christian Education, Youth, and Family
christianed@christlutheranyork.com
Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music
music@christlutheranyork.com
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary
office@christlutheranyork.com
Terry Hoover, Publications
associate@christlutheranyork.com

BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care
beth@christlutheranyork.com
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com
Scott Albright, Property
property@christlutheranyork.com
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian
Council Members
Marc Gross- President
Ed Garber - Vice President
Larry Young - Treasurer
Barbara Nixon- Secretary
Lynn Keller
Kathy Noll
Jen Risser
Keith Stoltzfus
Calvin Vanada
Leslee Yoder
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