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The Entrance Rite 
 
Prelude 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 699                                                      (J.S. Bach) 
 
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:God of new beginnings, 
C: We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 
your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and 
your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of 
love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming 
among us. Amen. 
 
P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Kyrie 
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Prayer for the lighting of the Advent Wreath   
P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep 
us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us in the 
lighting of the Advent Wreath to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though 
we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting  
P: From the one who was, who is, and who is to come: Grace and peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray…Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  
3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 
in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  
A: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 (Sung in unison) 
1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
 
2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 
3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.  
 
5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
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7Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 
9Because of the house of the | Lord our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.”  
 
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse 
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
P: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the  
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so  
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were  
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the  
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will  
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and  
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is  
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the  
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his  
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
 at an unexpected hour.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of Day “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
Prayers   
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope.  
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A: God in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 
and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  
C: Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Meal 
Peace    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 

Offertory  
“People, Look East!” 
 
Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray...Eternal God, 
C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread and wine, and make us messengers of your mer-
cy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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Preface and Sanctus 
P: It is indeed right and salutary. . .We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Sung by Congregation) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the 
world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Fraction and Agnus Dei 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
C: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All who are baptized are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Please 
use the side aisles to come forward, starting with the pulpit (right) side. Sanitize hands 
and receive the Host with your open palm, consume. Take a communion cup and have it 
filled with wine, consume.  Return to your pew by way of the center aisle. Place used 
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Music during Distribution 
“Each Winter As the Year Grows Old” 
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“Creator Of the Stars Of Night” 

The Dismissal 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  C: Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
A: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 
earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises 
will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward 
your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Benediction 
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of 
the Holy Spirit,+ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

   

Closing Hymn “The King Shall Come” 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Christ is near.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

Grand-jeu   (L. Daquin) 

 
Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Lower Narthex. 
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Prayer List 
We strive to keep the prayer list current, especially in these uncertain times. Please 
notify us whether there are additions to this list or whether a name should be taken off. 

 
Members  

Dave Blymire, Sondra Boyd, Shirley Cook, Jim Culp, Naomi Duncan, Sonja Flinchbaugh, 
Barbara Geesey, Barbara Gruver, Bill Hullman, Ron Heilman, Daniel Helwig, Pete Kenee, Pat 
Kronk, Linda Lightner, John Long, Jr., Patricia Lowe, Jean and Ron Mease, Richard Meckley, 
Tom Olson, Adrian Patches, Joyce Paules, Sonia Paules, Jen Risser, Doris Ritter, Kim Smith 
and family, Sally Smith, Susan Thomas, Doris Weaver, Robert Weikert.  

 
Others 

Anees Ayay, Joey Baum, George Basley and family, Audrey Brubaker, Lee Collignon, 
Michelle Conway, Terry Conway, Ann Corbin, Ryan Dellinger, Marlyn Flaharty, Winnie 
Flynn, Gus Frank, Lee Geesey, Pat Hall, Daniel Hertig, Sue Hess, John Jackson, Kristin 
Klinedinst, Ellen Meyers, Dottie Morris, Jack Neuman, April Paske, the Rago family, Jeff 
Sargen, Robert Settee, Sonny Schriver, Scott and Alicia, Alma Spangler, Michael Stabley, 
Sharon Stabley Smith, Julie Stier’s family, Selina Strine, Denny and Jan Stroshane, Robert 
Taylor, Diane Voron, Robert Wagaman, Rebecca Winand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Family service at 5:00 pm 

Music at 8:30 pm 
Candlelight service at 9:00 pm 

 
Christmas Sunday service, December 25th at 10:00 am 
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Serving in Worship 
 
Assisting                     Carlton Gross        
Ministers                     Paul Schendel                                                
 

Reader                         Carlton Gross     
 

Lower Narthex            Vicki Craun    
 

Back Door                   Diane Einsig     
 

Altar Guild                  Marlene Coval, Susan Lease, Barbara Shepp,  
                                    Phyllis March, Marsha Linden  
 
Ushers                         Bill Cooley, Sandy Cooley, Cliff Billett, Lynn King, Deb King 
 

Coffee Hour                Ursula and Carlton Gross 
 

The altar greens are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Anna and Gor-
don E. Zinn, Kathleen and Richard Gruver, Donald Zinn, Gordon Zinn, Carlyn Gilmore, 
“Butch” Gilmore, Fred Hershey, and Jeannette Hershey by Robert Gruver 
 

 
 
Today and December 4—Noodles out for pick up. 
 
 
                            

                                    
 
 
                                   Guys Night Out 
Come join us on Tuesday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. The place 
is The Vault, Carlisle Rd, Shiloh. See you there for food, fun, 
and fellowship. Please call Chaplain Hank Steinhilber at 717-881

-2578 to make a reservation.    
 

Music downloaded from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS003269. Hymns reprinted under One License.net number #A-709498.New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.   
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ADVENT CHILDREN’S SUPPLIES 

 
We have undertaken a “seasonal” ministry at Christ Church, namely, collecting 
donations for nonprofit groups that support the needs of small children. These 
groups are the following: 
 

York Access, which provides services to families suffering from domestic 
abuse. 

 
The Lehman Center, which, among other things, provides facilities for 

“emergency” babysitting. 
 
Hannah Penn School 
 
And our own Christ Lutheran Church Childcare Center. 
 

Here are the items needed for York Access and The Lehman Center : dia-
pers (various sizes); facial tissues; baby formula in powdered form; bot-
tled water; and especially wet wipes. 
 
For families of Hannah Penn School the following are needed: gloves 
hats, scarves, personal hygiene supplies including feminine products. 
  
These donations may be brought to the church, beginning on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4

th
, through Sunday, December 18

th
. Please place them in the  large, card-

board box, which will be located in the Lower Narthex near the Chapel. 
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Live Nativity on December 2nd from 6-8 pm at the church.  
We will have live animals, including sheep, goats, a donkey, and a 
young water buffalo in the courtyard, while the children from the 
Sunday school and catechetics classes play the roles of the biblical 
characters. Light refreshments will be available at the portico. 
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 Christ Lutheran Church 
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213 

 
 Child Care Center: 717-854-2239 

 

 www.christlutheranyork.com  
 

  E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com   
 

www.facebook.com/christlutheranyork 
 

Welcome! 
So we can know you better, please complete an 
attendance card found in the pew and place it in an 
offering plate. If you have no church home, we invite you 
to membership at Christ Lutheran Church. We hope you 
return to worship and participate in our life in Christ! 
 

The Liturgy 
Our worship is the historic liturgy of the Christian Church 
- a celebration of Word and Sacrament, the means through 
which God gives forgiveness, life and salvation. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in 
accordance with the understanding of the Lutheran 
Confessions that Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament. Approach the chancel rail by the 
center aisle as a place becomes vacant. Dip the bread in 
the first cup or drink from the common chalice.  
 
Worship resources are found in the pews.  The “Lutheran 
Book of Worship” (noted LBW inside the bulletin) is the 
green hardback hymnal. The “With One Voice” (noted 
WOV inside the bulletin) is the blue softback hymnal.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship!  
We value the participation of our children in worship!     
As members of the church, children participate in the 
worship service. They listen to God’s Word, gather at the 
Lord’s table, serve as readers, acolytes, choir members, 
and more. Feel free to take children in and out as 
necessary.  

Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
 
The Reverend Alan Watt, Pastor 
pastor@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Katie Schriver, Director of Christian Education, 
Youth, and Family  
christianed@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music 
music@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary 
office@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Terry Hoover, Publications 
associate@christlutheranyork.com 
 
BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care 
beth@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager 
bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com 
 
Scott Albright, Property 
property@christlutheranyork.com  
 
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian 
 

Council Members 
Marc Gross- President  
Ed Garber  - Vice President 
Larry Young - Treasurer 
Barbara Nixon- Secretary  
Lynn Keller 
Kathy Noll 
Jen Risser 
Keith Stoltzfus 
Calvin Vanada 
Leslee Yoder 

 Founded in 1733 with the baptism of Maria Catharina Beyer, Christ Church was the first Lutheran 
congregation west of the Susquehanna River. Christ Church remains an active and vibrant congregation 
carrying on the mission of Christ and approaches the future with confidence and hope. Christ Church strives 
to minister in faithfulness to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Its ministry centers in the weekly liturgy 
of Word and Sacrament and pursues particular Lutheran emphases in art and music, fellowship, education, 
and pastoral care. Three buildings have been used for worship. A log building was erected in 1744; a stone 
building replaced it in 1760. Two bells from the 1760 stone building still call people to worship in the present 
building, built in 1812. Three Lutheran congregations in York are descendants of Christ Church.  


