
  

 

The Chi-Rho 
September 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
29 S. George Street 

York, Pa. 17401 
 

Our Mission: 
Reflect God’s love in the heart of York 

 
Our Vision: 

To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York  
praising God, 

connecting people to Christ, 
and serving the people of York and the world 

 
Companions with the Itete Hospital  

of the Konde Diocese, 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania  
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September Readings 
 

September 5 
Isaiah 34:4-7a 

Psalm 146 
James 2:1-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
September 12 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

 
September 19 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13-4:3,7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 
September 26 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
Psalms 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
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A Message from the Council President 
 
Greetings, 
 
With the rise of the Delta variant of Covid-19 and the in-
creased number of cases in York County, the Council high-
ly recommends that all those attending Worship services 
should wear a mask, even if they are vaccinated. We will 
continue to maintain social distancing between pews and 
the distribution of Communion will remain the same. 
 
This month five of our young people will affirm their Bap-
tism at the late service on September 12.  Please do plan 
on attending to see our young people confirm their baptis-
mal promises.   This day will also mark the beginning of 
Sunday School for the year.  We wish Katie Schriver, our 
Director of Christian Education, the very best with her class 
this year!  We will be celebrating Anniversary Sunday on 
September 19 with a special festival service and Guest 
Preacher, Pastor Jay W. Eckman of Christ Lutheran, Get-
tysburg. Out of an abundance of caution, Council has de-
cided to cancel the Oktoberfest that usually follows due to 
Covid-19 concerns.  
 
Look forward to seeing all of you at our September services 
and, as always, stay well! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
 
Marc Gross 
Council President 
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SERIES ON RACIAL JUSTICE IN THE CHURCH 
September 19

th
-October 31

st
  

9:30 am-10:30 
 
On Anniversary Sunday, the Rev. Jay W. Eckman will be our 
guest preacher. During the Sunday school hour, he also will 
give a presentation on some aspect of racial justice in the 
church. The presentation will be held in the parlor. However, if 
the number of people in attendance will be great enough that 
social distancing cannot be maintained, then it will instead be 
held in the nave. 
 

The following Sunday, September 26
th
, Tom Gross, church 

member and retired police chief (Spring Garden Township), 
will lead a class about policing reform. 
 

Last, from October 3
rd

 through 31
st
, Cal Vanada, church mem-

ber and social studies educator (Red Lion School District), will 
lead a discussion class based on a video series about race 
and the church. 
 

Please place these dates and this time on your calendar. As 
White Christians, we have an obligation to learn more about 
the longtime struggles and unfairness faced by people of color, 
where we find ourselves in all of that, and what we can do bet-
ter in practicing our love of neighbor. 

  *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    
Pastor Jay W. Eckman is a graduate of United Lutheran Semi-
nary in Gettysburg. Growing up in Lancaster, he earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree (Sociology) at Millersville University. 
During college, while working as a church youth director, he 
felt a call to congregational ministry. Pastor Eckman is now in 
his second year serving at Christ Lutheran Church in Gettys-
burg. Pursuing his passion for faith formation with youth and 
young adults, he serves on the Youth Ministry Team of the 
Lower Susquehanna Synod to help plan events such as Alive!, 
Winterfest, and Leadership Training Camp. With his spouse, 
the Rev. Elizabeth Eckman, he loves to exercise, travel, and 
hang out with family and friends. He loves to praise God 
through reading and writing, fellowship, and quality time spent 
with God’s people. 
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Be a Linus, not a Lucy and join us for Sunday 
school.  We have classes for all ages!! 
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Sunday School Rally Day 
 
 

Sunday School this year starts on Septem-
ber 12

th
 with Rally Day. Rally Day will include the 

start of Sunday school at 9:40 am and the start of 
Catchetics. Before the classes begin, we will have 
a “Back to School Breakfast.” This will take place 
in the Parish Hall before the classes begin at 
9:00am. 

 
This year we are using the “Whirl All Kids” 

curriculum. This curriculum comes with a weekly 
Bible story, activities, music and a DVD Bible story 
for the students to watch. It will take it us from 
September through May. In the Bible stories and 
videos they will get to meet the animated charac-
ters below. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
(Confirmation) 

 
September 12

th
 at 11:00 am 

 
 
Five of our young people will affirm their baptisms 
during the 11:00 am worship service. Due to Covid-
19, this event was postponed from the time of the 
church year during which it is usually celebrated, 
that is, on Pentecost Sunday. Our 2021 confirm-
ands are the following: 
 
                         Allison R. Ebersold  
                              Ella M. Lauer  
                             Norah E. Gerz 
            Naomi E. Knight   
                             Aiden T. Nixon 
 
            After the service, a reception will be held in 
the parlor. 
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Calling all kids!  

Children's Choir will be starting on September 26.  
Any child interested in singing or playing instru-
ments is welcome! We will be meeting in the choir 
room every Sunday. We will rehearse from 9:10-
9:40 and head to Sunday School together. Social 
distancing will be practiced 

 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Amy Stoltzfus at  
amyebuckner16@gmail.com for more information.  

 

mailto:amyebuckner16@gmail.com
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Interested in joining the handbell choir?  
 

Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, September 26th 
following the late service and last no longer than 
30 minutes. The only prerequisite for joining hand-
bells is meeting the height requirement of 4 feet 
and being able to count to 6. No previous experi-
ence is necessary. Everyone is welcome!  
 
 

If interested, please email Keith Stoltzfus at 
krstoltzfus@gmail.com,  

text/call (717) 799-6411, or simply show up. 
The first rehearsal is on Sept. 26th.  

 

mailto:krstoltzfus@gmail.com
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Diaconos Camp took place July 25-31. Sunday 7/25 
started another fun week of the Christ Church youth at Di-
aconos camp at Camp Kirchenwald.  We started with 
some games and an evening devotional. Monday 7/26 we 
went to the Wittel Farm where we picked green beans and 
spread mulch on their labyrinth. Then we went swimming, 
had a cookout at our cabin, and then topped it off with a 
hike to Buzzard's Rock.  It was a very full and fulfilling day. 
Tuesday 7/27 we went to the Capital Area Therapeutic 
Riding Association (CATRA).  We fed goats and other ani-
mals carrots, walked their labyrinth, brushed donkeys, and 
moved a lot of horse manure.  After we got back to camp, 
we went swimming.  After dinner we did the climbing tower 
and the high ropes course. Wednesday 7/28 we went to 
the Wind Cave in Pequea.  This was a big challenge for 
the kids and adults alike.  We came back to camp, then 
had a cookout for dinner.  We made foil packs with ham-
burger, potatoes, carrots, onions, celery, and cabbage.  
Then we to the archery range after dinner. Thursday 7/29 
we went to Spang Crest which is a nursing home in Leba-
non.  We played some games with the residents including 
the "Olympic" ring toss. We also batted balloons around, 
bowled and played bingo. 
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 After Spangcrest we went for an ice cream treat at 
Patches Family Creamery. They had all kinds of farm ani-
mals to pet there.  When we got back to camp, we said the 
grace for dinner.  We did the Johnny Appleseed song, 
which is a prayer normally done at Kirchenwald, but we 
showed the campers the way we do it at our church. We 
ended the night with canoeing and kayaking on the lake.  
We tried to see how many people we could get in one ca-
noe the "Mega Boat." Friday 7/30 we went rock climbing at 
Chickies Rock.  Aiden and Naomi did the super hard climb 
on the west facing side.  The rest of us climbed the south 
facing side that was easier, but still difficult.  Pastor Watt 
met us there for the day to cheer us on.  Then it was back 
to the camp for taco night.  After dinner we played capture 
the flag, had an ice cream cone snack and our final worship 
gathering.  We ended the night with some card games at 
Myers Lodge.  This was a great week!  We have a wonder-
ful group of kids, and it was great seeing them get some 
time to bond together.   
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     ROGER PATCHES MEMORIAL SERVICE 
                                                                                 
       Saturday, September 18

th
, at 11:00 am 

 
A memorial service for Roger Patches will be held 
at Christ Lutheran Church on Saturday, September 
18

th
, at 11:00 am. Originally scheduled for late last 

fall, it was postponed due to a surge in Covid-19. 
No visitation will be held beforehand, but a recep-
tion is being planned for afterwards—in the lower 
narthex. 
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              Ornaments for the church tree 
 
Anyone who is interested in making Chrismons for 
the church tree this year see Terry Hoover.  I have 
made up cross stitch kits that include the pattern, 
fabric, needle and thread to make a 4 x 4 orna-
ment.  All you have to do is pick up a kit, do the 
cross stitching and return the kit to me by Decem-
ber 12 and I will have the finishing done.  Kits will 
be available starting September 12.  All skill levels 
and ages welcome.  Even if it has been awhile or 
you are new to cross stitch, that’s ok I will help you 
get started and will be available to help along the 
way.  Contact me by calling at 717-764-2026 or by 
e-mail at associate@christlutheranyork.com if you 
want more information or a kit.        



14 

 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 

This month’s calendar of events 
 

New Sunday morning schedule  
begins on September 12 

                          8:00    Early Service 
                          9:40    Education Hour for all ages 
                        11:00     Late Service 
 
 
September 4          8:00 service in the courtyard 
 
September 7          Guys Night Out 
 
September 12       Rally Day 
                              Confirmation Sunday 11:00 
 
September 19       Anniversary Sunday 
 
September 26       Community Meal 
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         Guys Night Out 
  
Come join us on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7 at 6:00p.m. The place is The 
Cove, 1500 S. George St., York. See 
you there for food, fun, and fellow-
ship. Please call Chaplain Hank 
Steinhilber at 717-881-2578 to make 
a reservation.       

 
 
 
Next Community meal is September 
26.  If you wish to help, please contact 
Tom Keller. 
 
If you wish to donate to the food bank, 
bins are in the Lower Narthex and out-
side of the choir room. 

 
 
 
 
 

Financial Report 
 
 
END OF MONTH GIVING REPORT     July  2021  Report 
 
           Actual envelope giving for the month                 20,465 
           Budgeted envelope giving for the month     27,083 
           Monthly deficit in envelope giving                  -6,618 
 
            YTD actual envelope giving                             177,028 
            YTD budgeted envelope giving               189,581 
            YTD deficit in envelope giving                -12,553 
 
CHRIST CHURCH CASH DEBT 7/30/2021              -360,741 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
717-854-5589, Fax: 717-845-4213 
 Child Care Center: 717-854-2239 

 www.christlutheranyork.org  
  E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com   

www.facebook.com/christlutheranchurchofyork 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church Staff             
The Reverend Alan Watt, Pastor 
pastor@christlutheranyork.com  

 
Katie Schriver, Director of Christian Education, Youth, and Family  

christianed@christlutheranyork.com  
 

Dr. Scott Crowne, Director of Music 
music@christlutheranyork.com 

 
Carol Krouse, Parish Secretary 
office@christlutheranyork.com 

 
Terry Hoover, Publications 

associate@christlutheranyork.com 
 

BethAnn Barbato, Director of Child Care 
beth@christlutheranyork.com 

 
Mary Jo Vlazny, Business Manager 

bookkeeper@christlutheranyork.com 
 

Scott Albright, Property 
property@christlutheranyork.com  

 
Eric R. D. Patches, Custodian 

 
Council Members 

Marc Gross- President  
Ed Garber  - Vice President 

Larry Young - Treasurer 
Barbara Nixon- Secretary  

Pete Kenee 
Lynn Keller 
Kathy Noll 
Jen Risser 

Keith Stoltzfus 
Calvin  Vanada 


