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Christ Lutheran Church
29 S. George Street
York, Pa. 17401
Our Mission:
Reflect God’s love in the heart of York
Our Vision:
To be a vibrant congregation in the heart of York
praising God,
connecting people to Christ,
and serving the people of York and the world
Companions with the Itete Hospital
of the Konde Diocese,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania

READINGS FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
December 6
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
December 13
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28
December 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Psalm 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
December 27
First Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
This year, due to the coronavirus, the
worship schedule for Christmas Eve will
be modified. We will still hold two
services, although, as you can see, the
times will be different. In terms of seating
protocols, individuals, couples, and
families may be seated in pews that are
not roped off, but still remembering to
practice social distancing within each
pew. Per our present practice, every
worshipper will be required to wear a face
mask. Each service will offer Holy
Communion in the form in which it is
currently being distributed (wafer only).
Between services the pews, doorknobs,
bannisters, and other surfaces will be
cleaned with disinfecting wipes. No
service of worship will be held on
Christmas Day.
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY
DECEMBER 27TH
ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 a.m.
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A message from your Council President
It has been wonderful to be in the Nave, celebrating communion and enjoying the inspirational music provided by
Dr. Scott Crowne and the cantors. Now the organ has
been disassembled by Peragallo and the restoration work
has begun. We look forward to its return in March.
Everyone has continued to wear masks, use hand sanitizer
and practice social distancing. Our covid task force will review the coronavirus developments and recommendations
as we move into Advent and winter. The services continue
to be streamed and available for those who cannot attend
live services.
Church Council is reviewing the proposed budget for next
year and planning for our annual meeting on January 24.
We are seeking new members for council to replace members whose terms have expired. Please contact me if you
are interested in serving (bhn3@comcast.net 717-6685988). We meet via Zoom once a month.
The Social Ministry Committee will be collecting donations
as in the past, for our Child Care Center, The Lehman Center, ACCESS York and Hannah Penn School. Items needed are toiletries, diapers, facial tissues and wipes. Of
course, a monetary donation is also always welcome! Donations can be brought to church any Sunday during Advent and placed in the box in the lower Narthex.
Advent is a time of waiting and this year especially we need
to practice patience through this season of waiting to celebrate Christ’s birth and waiting for a return to our normal
lives. We pray that Christ will enter our lives, we pray for
all those suffering the effects of covid and we pray for the
health and safety of all.
In Christ,
Barbara Nixon
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Christmas Cookie Jar Sale
The church is selling Cookie Jars, the proceeds of which
will go to the ELCA Youth Gathering. The jars contain all
the needed DRY ingredients to make holiday cookies. The
Jars are $10 each. You can order Chocolate Chip, Sugar Cookie or Gingerbread. The jars will be ordered ahead
of time and pickup will be from the church. The dates for
pickup are as followed: Sunday, December 13, and
Sunday, December 20th, at the 8 and 11 AM services or
December 14-18th during weekday church office hours.
If you would like to order a jar, have your order and money to Katie Schriver by December 6th. You can pay with
cash or check. If using a check you’ll need to make it out to
the church and on the memo line are write “Youth Gathering.” All jars will be prepared by Katie Schriver. She will be
using extreme sanitation measures and caution while making the Jars. All Jars will be NUT FREE.

To place an order use the following format and email Katie
Schriver at christianed@christlutheranyork.com
Name:
Type of Jar:
How Many:
Pick up date and time:
Contact Information:
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The Advent Wreath
Let me first explain the word Advent. It comes from the
Latin adventus meaning “coming” or “arrival.’ Advent has
been practiced since about 480 A.D. As in Lent it was a
time of fasting and penitence. Today we celebrate it as a
time of waiting and preparing for Christ’s birth.
The wreath is the most asked about tradition of Advent. It
was started by German Lutherans in the 16th century, but
the modern version, with its four candles, started in 1839
by Johann Hinrich Wichern who was a German Protestant
pastor who ran a mission school for children. Because the
children asked every day how many days it would be before Christmas, he devised a way for them to count the
days down. His wreath had four large candles, one for
each Sunday, and 19 small red candles. The small candles were lit one each day with a large candle lit each Sunday. Today’s wreath has just the four large candles and
was not brought to America until the 1930’s.

Each part of the wreath has its own meaning. The circular
wreath made from fir branches represents God’s infinite
love and the eternal life brought to us by Jesus. The candles, which were originally purple for the liturgical color of
this part of the church year, are usually blue or white, which
are the colors more commonly used in the liturgical calendar of today.
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The meaning of each candle always raises the most questions. In most traditions the first candle is the “Prophet’s
Candle” and symbolizes hope, as when Isaiah waited for
the Messiah to come. The second candle is referred to as
“Bethlehem’s Candle” meaning faith as when Micah foretold the Messiah’s birth to be in Bethlehem. The third is the
“Shepherd’s Candle” and is for joy, the joy the shepherds
felt when the angels announced Jesus’ birth. Finally, the
fourth candle is the “Angel’s Candle” whose meaning is
peace, the peace that Jesus will bring.
So, there it is-- God’s eternal love, eternal life given by Jesus, hope, faith, joy, and peace put all together in one
beautiful symbol to help us with our time of waiting.
Blessings,
Terry Hoover

Hanging of the Greens
We are looking for volunteers to help
decorate the church for Christmas on
December 20, after the late service.
Please call the office or contact Bev
Bowers if you would like to help.
Masks must be worn.
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THANK YOU, KIM!
For many years, Kim Smith has had a very special ministry
in our congregation. She has made thousands of greeting
cards, written personalized messages in them, and mailed
them off to fellow church members recovering from surgery
or illness, grieving the loss of loved ones, or simply in need
of a few words of encouragement. Many of us have received such cards not only once but on multiple occasions.
As of the end of this month, Kim is retiring from her ministry. When you see her at worship, then, please extend your
appreciation for all her time, effort, and devotion over the
years. Better yet, why not send to her a greeting card of
your own? Here is her mailing address: Kimberly Smith,
701 Cassel Road, Lot #84, Manchester, PA, 17345.
Kim, our deepest thanks to you! May God’s blessings continue to be with you!
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ADVENT CHILDREN’S SUPPLIES
Two years ago, we undertook a new “seasonal” ministry at
Christ Church, namely, collecting donations for nonprofit
groups that support the needs of small children. These
groups are the following:
York Access, which provides services to families suffering from domestic abuse.
The Lehman Center, which, among other things, provides facilities for “emergency” babysitting.
Hannah Penn School
And our own Christ Lutheran Church Childcare Center.
Here are the items : diapers (various sizes); facial tissues; baby formula in powdered form; bottled water;
and especially wet wipes.
These donations may be brought to the church, beginning
on Sunday, November 29th, through Sunday, December
20th. Please place them in a large, cardboard box, which
will be located in the Lower Narthex near the Chapel.
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We wish
everyone a
Blessed and
Merry
Christmas.
The Staff at
Christ
Lutheran
Church.
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CHURCH OFFICE/STAFF/CHILD CARE
SNOW/BAD WEATHER POLICY:
Again, this year (winter 2020-2021), the church office/staff,
childcare center staff, will follow the York City
Schools Cancellation/Delay Policy (Monday thru Friday). If
the York City Schools have a delay, cancellation or early
dismissal due to snow/bad weather, then the office/staff,
and childcare center will do the same. On snow/bad
weather days, the property department will be at the church
to supervise the snow removal contractor and to do sidewalk clearing/salt application. Any evening services/
activities that are on the calendar when a snow/bad weather day occurs, could possibly be cancelled or delayed. Always check with the pastor/group leader/chairperson/music
dept. person/property dept./church office or any other contact person before coming to the church. For Sunday services, after assessing the weather condition, Pastor Watt
will determine whether the church services will be cancelled
or delayed. This information will be relayed to WGAL 8 for
display on the WGAL 8 website (WGAL.com) and/or possible television broadcast.
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Christmas Flowers
Deadline to order: Sunday, December 20.
Complete the form below and place it in the offering plate,
mail to the church, or call the church office, 854-5589. The
flowers will decorate the church and lower narthex for
Christmas.
No. of plants ____ @ $10.00

$_______

Envelope # _____
In memory of___________________________________
______________________________________________

_____________________________________________
In honor of_____________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Other_________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Given by______________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Community Meals

Will be held on the fourth Sunday of the month. These
meals will be to-go meals served from the portico, starting
at noon. The December meal will be held on December 20.
If you want to help out with these meals, please contact
Cindy Cooley or Tom Keller.

Food Bank Donations

Do not forget that there is always a need for grocery items
at our food banks. There are boxes for donations in the
lower narthex and by the choir room. When you do your
shopping, why not think of those in need and add a few
items to donate? Your help will go a long way for someone
who is hungry.
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8:00

Readers

6
13
20

11:00

Bill Cooley
Edna Stevens
Sandy Cooley
Terry Hoover
Betsy Buckingham Jay Stevens

27 at 10:00 Judy Garber
Assisting
Ministers

6 Bill Cooley
13 Betsy Buckingham
20 Paul Schendel

Jay Stevens
Marlene Coval

27 at 10:00 Ed Garber
Lower
Narthex

6
13
20

Dave Barkdoll
Scott Donner
Terry Hoover

27 at 10:00
Back Door

6
13
20

John Ports
Ray Sheaffer
John Ports

Ray Sheaffer

Sandy Cooley
Marlene Coval
Dave Barkdoll

Scott Donner
Kelly Weaver
Ray Sheaffer

27 at 10:00 Ray Sheaffer
Matthew Schlenker, Tom and Lynn Keller,
Andy Waltersdorf, Tara Harman, Kelly Krout,
Nancy Hildebrand

Marlene Coval, Judy Garber
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Congregational Council
Barbara Nixon, President
Larry Young,
Vice President
Ed Garber,
Treasurer
Kathy Noll,
Secretary
Betsy Buckingham, Marc Gross,
Pete Kenee, Lynn Keller, Jen Risser,
Calvin Vanada

We value….

Mission and Vision

Praising- enjoying God’s creation and offering the best we have
embodying Christ’s presence in Word and Sacrament.
Connecting- living with imperfection by God’s grace, forming
lives for the future with the traditions of the past, nurturing children and youth, and encouraging inquiry, learning, and growth in
the Christian faith.
Serving - carrying the cross with those who suffer, sharing
God’s grace, and serving those in need in York and the world.
Financial Report
END OF MONTH GIVING REPORT

October 2020 Report

Actual envelope giving for the month
Budgeted envelope giving for the month
Monthly deficit in envelope giving
YTD actual envelope giving
YTD budgeted envelope giving
YTD deficit in envelope giving
CHRIST CHURCH CASH DEBT 10/31//2020
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21,309
28,333
-7,024
243,833
283,330
-39,874
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The Reverend Alan Watt
Carol Krouse
Katie Schriver
Dr. Scott Crowne
Terry Hoover
BethAnn Barbato
Mary Jo Vlazny
Scott Albright
Eric R. D. Patches

Christ Church Staff

Pastor
Parish Secretary
Director of Christian Education, Youth, and Family Ministries
Director of Music
Publications
Director of Child Care
854-2239
Business Manager
Maintenance
Custodian

Telephone 717 854-5589

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Christ Lutheran Church
29 south george Street
York, Pa 17401

Fax: 845-4213
Website: www.christlutheranyork.org
E-mail: office@christlutheranyork.com
Facebook: ChristLutheranChurchofYork

Holy Eucharist
8:00 and 11:00

Worship Schedule

non profit org
u s postage paid
permit no 407
york pa

